FLORISSANT WALK THROUGH HISTORY

January 16, 2020

Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne
b. 8-29-1769 d.11-18-1852

0 ALK THROUGH Hyg To
» ST k:’
To the Native Americans, she was the Woman A
Who Always Prays. Born in France, she came to
Florissant in 1819. Her convent home still
sla‘nds and with Ol-d St. Ferd_mand’s Sh""? is RS : Francois Dunegant dit Borosier
listed on the National Register of Historic i b. Canada 1752 - d. Florissant September 43, 1825
Places. She opened the first school in Florissant s g Commissioned by the Spanish Governor as the
for the village children and a boarding school 1 Military and Civil Commandant of the Village of St.
for the daughters of wealthy St. Louis families, Ferdinand de Florissant throughout
In her time, she was described as the foremost the Spanish regime, often described as a man of
educator in the State of Missouri. She was honesty and integrity who shaped and guided the little
canonized by the Roman Cathalic Church in I‘)Sg.
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ARTHUR BANGERT
Mayor of Florissant 1938-1950

, Called the Father of Modern Florissant. He
gave the City piped water, a sewer system,
the first City library and established the
Planning and Zoning, Public Works and
Police Departments. He brought financial
stability and legally changed the name
from St. Ferdinand to/Florissant.
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CATHERINE "KAY" SPRING |
- “Historic Preservationist
28 May 1936 - 11 December 2017

Kay dedicated her life working for the Clty of Florlssant £
with a genuine affection for everyone she met. Kay

4 played key roles in renovating many treasures including | ji==

& the John B. Meyers. House/Barn, Archambault House,
| the Log Cabin & the Gittemeier House. She served on
numerous committees & volunteered for Historic
Florissant Inc., Florissant Valley Historical Society & §&
=1 O1d St. Ferdinand Shrine. Kay loved all things Florissant g
d & seta great example for our historic preservation. i -
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CHARLESCASTELLO

 CHARLES CASTELLO
¥ ‘22 May 1839 - 11 December 1893
Elected twenty-seven times to the office of Mayor’
- /he served from 1865 to 1890 and ,
then again from 1892 to 1893, dying in office.
He'helped to bring the West End '
Narrow' Gauge Railroad'to Florissant
and under his leadership Florissant offered land and -
$10,000'if it were made the county seat.

| While Charles remained'in Florissant
[ his' father; who/is believed to have been the first
Ty Republican Sheriff of St. Louis County
_ | traveled to Colorado; settling there and giving the .
name of histhometown to Florissant, Colorado.

< | Charles was! Chairman of the St. Louis County
t - . Democratic:Committee from 1888 to 1892 and

a street in Florissant has been named for him.
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CHARLOTTEBALLARD

~ CHARLOTTE BALLARD
.19 November 1909 - 13 August 1999 =
- Sole owner of Ballard Plumbing after her
- husband Lawrence died. First woman in MO to #
- hold a Master Plumber license. Charter member
Florissant Valley Historical Society and Florissant
Old Town Partners.. President Florissant Valley. .

‘Sheltered Workshop. Founding Member Friends

of Old St. Ferdinand, Soroptimist Member and
TEAM volunteer. No matter how busy, she always
| made time to help others and did these kindnesses

" quietly, touching many lives. Her example of

‘community service will always inspire us.
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DAVID L. REYNOLDS
7 November 1936 - 9 January 2003

§ A United States Navy veteran, Dave served
8l on the Florissant City Council from 1976 - 1994
and was Council President ih 1979.

He served as President of the St. Louis County
Municipal League in 1988 and was
elected to four terms as a
Missouri State Representative, 1959 - 2003.
Former owner/editor of the Florissant Valley
Reporter and member of many community
organizations including Rotary, Knights of

Columbus and Chamber of Commerce.
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DONALD L. BOND

- DONALD L. BOND
. "Mr. North: County"
- 17 June 1931 - 21 April 1990
- Florissant Councilman 1959 - 1977
St. Louis County Councilman 1977 - 1990

- Don earned a reputation for fighting for his
constituents, and for a high quality of life in
Florissant and North County. Always easily
accessible, he hosted annual picnics that are
legendary. First and foremost a family man,
he and Loraine raised four children. Son Ken
and daughter Jackie also served on the
Florissant City Council. Don was also a

| successful businessman with an insurance office

~on St. Francois Street.
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DONALD R ZYI\AN SR
25 September 1932 - 1 Mareh 1999

"If Nobody Can - Zykan"

Don Zykan, St. co-owned Zykan Bros. Solid Waste
with his brothers Ed and Joe. Their Florissant based
business was founded in 1932 by their father John
M. Zykan. In 1951 Don married Florissant native
Grace Ebbesmeyer and they raised 5 children and
served their community on the boards of many civie
| organizations with a passion for philanthropy. His
B priorities were Family, Friends and Community Service [§
'l with a mission to always give back and help others.,
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FIRST LIEUTENANT MICHAEL J. BLASSIE

Vietham Era Unknown Soldler
4 April 1948 = 11 May 1972
Bl Florissant patriot graduated Air Force Academy, fighte

pilot 8th Special @ps Squadton Vietnamm. Silver Star, | :

Distinguished Flyimg Cross Aar Victal. May 11, 1972

his A-37 Dragonfly was shot dewn during his 138th |
combat mission. His remains, classified "unknowa but }
to God", randemly chosen Victiam Unkaown Soldier |8
at Arlington with full military honors, Medalof Honor §

by President Reagan. Advanees in'lDNA ideatificd
remains in 1998 & he returnéd home o Florissant for
i funeral at St. Dismas, mternment atJ effel son Barracks.
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FRANGCOIS DUNEGANT DIT BORGHER

Francois' Dunegant dit Borosier

b. Canada 1752 - d. Florissant September 13, 1825
Commissioned by the Spanish Governor as the .
Military and Civil Commandant of the Village of St.
Ferdinand de Florissant throughout
the Spanish regime,:often described as a man of
honesty and integrity who shaped and guided the little
settlement of Florissant in its earliest days.
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~ FRANEK B. KORTE
8 Sept. 1916 05 Nov. 2002

- JOSEPHINE "JO" KORTE
23 Jan. 1920 - 12 April 2015 ¥

Frank and Jo marrled in 1943 and opened Korte Hardware,
~ 610 St Francois, in 1946. Devoted to family and faith they
~puta priority on community service with leadership roles
-~ in Fire Department, Hospital, Chamber; Valley of Flowers, §
Hlstor;lcal Preservation, St. Ferdinand Shrine, Knights, Rotary,
Marygrove and others receiving.prestigious recognition.  §
Marrled over 50 years raising 11 children, their successful
hard work and‘commitment is an example of dedication to
. 1nsp1re future generatmns of Flonssant Famlhes i
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GRACE A ZYKAN
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